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{ THE ISRAELI WAR OF INDEPEN.DENCE, 1948 -1949

] State of Israel fought to retain its
1 of six Arab armies. Following the initial

“I road to Jerusalem, won control of the

{ Between May 1948 and January 1949, the
{ independence against the combined forces '
| Arabinvasion, the Israelis reopened the

| Coastal Plain, secured the upper Galilee,
and drove the Egyptians from the Negev.
But the Israelis were themselves driven
from the Jewish quarter of the Old City of
Jerusalem (whose synagogues were
desecrated and whose Jewish houses
were destroyed)

Sinai

The regular forces of the neighbouring countries
- with their equipment and their armaments -
enjoy superiority at this time. However,
evaluation of the possibilities cannot be

merely a military consideration of arms against
arms and units against units, since we do not
have those arms or that armoured force.

The problem is to what extent our men will

be able to overccrne enemy forces by virtue

of their fighting spirit, of our planning and

our tactics. YIGAEL YADIN, 21 MAY 1948
CHIEF OF OPERATIONS, ISRAELI ARMY

During Israel’s struggle
for independence
between November1947
and January 1949, more
than 4,000 Jewish
soldiers and 2,000
civilians were killed

out of a total Jewish
population of only
650,000. The figures
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Il Under the control of the
new State of Israel by
1 June 1948

@ Conquered by Israeli forces
between June and November
1948

Conquered by Israeli forces
between November 1948 and

January 1949

-=-= Territory occupied by Israeli
forces from which they with-
drew during the early months
of 1949

lomme Frontiers of the State of Israel
1949 - 1967
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