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WHEREAS by the Palestine Order in Council, 1922, it is
(among other things) provided that the Civil Courts in
Palestine shall exercise jurisdiction in all matters and
over all persons in Palestine:

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that certain matters shall not
be cognizable by the said Courts:

AND WHEREAS by treaty, capitulation, grant, usage,
sufferance and other lawful means His Majesty has power and
jurisdiction within Palestine:

NOW, THEREFORE, His Majesty, by virtue and in exercise of
the powers in this behalf by the Foreign Jurisdiction Act,
1890, or otherwise, in His Majesty vested, is pleased, by
and with the advice of His Privy Council, to order, and it
is hereby ordered, as follows:

(1) This Order may be cited as "the Palestine (Holy
Places) Order in Council, 1924."
(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the
Palestine Order in Council, 1922, or in any
Ordinance or law in Palestine, no cause or matter
in connection with the Holy Places or religious
buildings or sites in Palestine or the rights or
claims relating to the different religious
communities in Palestine shall be heard or
determined by any Court in Palestine.
Provided that nothing herein contained shall affect
or limit the exercise by the Religious Courts of
the jurisdiction conferred upon them by, or
pursuant to, the said Palestine Order in Council.
(3) If any question arises whether any cause or
matter comes within the terms of the preceding
Article hereof, such question shall, pending the
constitution of a Commission charged with
jurisdiction over the matters set out in the said
Article, be referred to the High Commissioner, who
shall decide the question after making due enquiry
into the matter in accordance with such instruction
as he may receive from one of His Majesty's
Principal Secretaries of State.
The decision of the High Commissioner shall be
final and binding on all parties.
(4) His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors in
Council, may at any time revoke, alter or amend
this Order.
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AND the Right Honourable James Henry Thomas, one of His
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, is to give the
necessary directions herein accordingly.


